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ALETTIER from an old Clergyman, to a Gentle- 


man who confulted him about going into Orders. 
4 DEAR SIR, 
{ . . 
Sa N your laft you did me the Favour to in- 
| form me, that you are at length determined 


to fix upon a Profeffion; and that you think 
moft probably of taking Orders: in which 
/ you beg my Opinign. You pay me a great 
24 Compliment, in confulting me upon fuch 
>Q) an Occafion; which I attribute to your know- 

ing that I am the oldeft (but you fhould 
have confider’d likewife, that I am the worft provided for) 
Clergyman, in all our Deanery. 

I approve very much of your turning all your Studies one 
Way; as you tell me you, at length, intend. A Man, who 
: deals only in generals, is fure to be loft and run adrift; as a 
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Stream muft be confined to proper Bounds, to be of any con- 
fiderable Depth: But'as to the particular Profeflion which you 
intend to purfue, you muft pardon me if 1 can’t fo much ap- 
Blaud your Choice; and I fhall give you, very honeftly, my 
eafons for it; tho’ very probably you will imagine, that my 
Advice takes a Tin&ture from my own want of succefs in it. 

As to the Difficulties and Difcouragements which may at- 
tend your Studies in the way you propofe, I fhall fay nothing 
of them; but content myfelf with referring you to a very in- 
genious Piece, written feveral Years ago upon that Subject. 
All that I intend by this Letter, is to prevent your entertain- 
ing any great Hopes of getting much by a Profeffion, to which 
I know you tnee nd honeitly devote your Time and Stu- 
dies. Alas, Sir, I fear you would be greatly difappointed, 
after all your Pains; for 1 cann’t think that you are a ft Perfon 
to expect to meet with much Preferment. I beg Pardon for 
an Expreffion, which at firft Hearing may be apt to fhock you ; 
but you will forgive me, perhaps, when I give you my Reafon 
for ufing it, which is no other than this; that I verily think 
you have too much Merit, to be likely to get any thing that 
1s Confiderable that way. 

I have always obferved in you, (for I muft tell you m 
Mind freely) much Induftry, a great Reach of Mind and Ca- 
pacity, a large Share of Learning and Knowledge, ftriét Ho- 
nefty and Integrity ; and the moit earneft Application to fulfill 
the Duties of every Poft you have hitherto engaged in, that 
lever knew in any one. Now thefe great Qualities might be 
of very great Service both to the World, and to yourfelf, in 
any other Way; but I very much queftion whether they would 
not be fo many Clogs and Hindrances in the way of your Ad- 
vancement in this. I don’t fay this in the Spirit of Difap- 
pointment; for you will imagine that, at my Time of Life, 
all Thoughts of this kind are over;. but ’tis my fincere Opi- 
nion, that as to the Point of Preferment or rifing much in the 
Church, the Chance is very much againft the Qualities I have 
juft mentioned. This at leaft Iam fure of, that a Clergy- 
man has not the fame Profpect of fucceeding, as to the Tem- 
poral Advantages of his Pfofeffion, from a more than ordinary 
Application to the Duties of it, that Men of other Profeffions 
have in theirs. 

Eminence of Charaéter, and fuperior Abilities, will of them- 
felves make way for Men in many other Inftances. Let it 
only be a confefied Truth, that a Perfon is the ableft Lawyer, 
or Phyfician, in the Neighbourhood, the World will find fuch 
a one out; and he may truft People’s Love of their Lives and 
their Eftates, for his being applied t@ when wanted. aon 
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Cafe is very different with regard to a Clergyman, who will 
hardly be follicited to undertake the Care of Mens Souls, how- 
ever well qualified he may be for the Bufinefs: whether it be 
that People think they know the Bufinefs of Salvation as much 
as the Parfon himfelf does; or rather indeed, that they are 
pretty much unconcern’d about it. *T is a Confideration too, 
that deferves your Notice very well, that in the prefent Cafe, 
there is no Room for a fecond Choice, but you are obliged 
to determine all at once; and according to the old Maxim, 
Deliberandum eff diu, quod /tatuendum ef? femel. Many a Man, 
after having made an Experiment of himielf in Law or Phyiic 
unfuccefsfully, hath made a very decent Retreat at laft, and 
taken Sanétuary in the Church; but the Mifery in this Cafe 
is, that there is no After-game to play: here, the Moment a 
Perfon hath put on the Habit, he is fuppofed to have taken his 
Party; is fairly lifted: and however little Countenance he may 
meet with, yet to engage afterwards in any thing fecular, 
would be conftrued a kind of Defertion never to be forgiven. 
After all, methinks I hear you replying ; There zre Men 
of Confcience and Honour, who wil! make it their Bufinefs to 
find out a worthy Man, and call him from the Shade he is ob- 
fcured in; that the Bifhops in particular have, many of them 
at leaft, numerous and large Preferments to difpofe of, and 
are as it were fo many natural Guardians of Merit ill provided 
for. But what will you fay, if thefe fhould content them- 
felves with praifing Merit only, inftead of rewarding and giv- 
ing Proteétion to it; or fhould be fo very guarded, as even to 
sor’ this flender Tribute but fparingly, for Fear of being 
prefs’d. with fome difagreeable Confequences from their Appro- 
bation? Tho’ | live in the Country, I am told this fome- 
times happens ; and then you know, tho’ the Sun fhines ever 
fo ftrongly, yet if 1 obftinately fhut my Eyes upon him, who 
fhall convince me that ’tis Day? 
But fome Merit is fo glaring, that it muft neceflarily be 
obferved. Now this I the more readily allow you, becaufe I 
hope, and from my Heart believe, that yours is of this sort; 
but however, give me leave to tell you what I have to obferve 
_ under this Head.—” Tis a very common Charge brought againft 
thefe good Fathers, that they do not an 
Merit; now if I may be allow’d to fpcak my Mind freely, 
’tis quite a contrary Fault I have to find with them, viz. that 
they are apt to difcern it much too foon, and find it out too 
eafily. They are indeed fo vety penetrating this way, as 
fometimes to difcover Worth where no one elfe ever perceived 
it. Now-if a Patron can be fo unaccountably piercing and 
li2 arp- 
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fharp-fighted, as to difcover as much Merit in a Relation, 
whoin furely, ceteris paribus, he may be allow’d to give the 
Preference to, as in myfelf; tis in its Confequences juft the 
fame Thing as if he really denied me Merit: fince it puts me 
only upon a Level in that, from which alone I hoped for a 
Superiority. For my own Part, I do from my Heart believe 
it would be much better for the Church, if her Bifhops were 
worfe Men; I mean, if they had a good deal lefs of that Gof- 
pel Temper of Lelieving all Things, hoping and enduring all 
Things, in favour of their Friends; and that it fuffers a great 
deal more from fuch a violent Excefs of Charity, than it would 
do even from their Want of it. 

I remember a Thing which happen’d a few Years ago, and 
which may ferve to illuftrate this itill more. A valuable Pre- 
ferment was vacant, which fome neighbouring Gentlemen 
wifh’d extreamly to procure for a very deferving Clergyman ; 
and to get it, if poflible, out of the Jaws of a meer Booby 
Relation of the Right Reverend the Patron of it, on which 
Side they apprehended a very terrible Oppofition.—T hey agreed 
it to be beft at firft, to cae no direét Application for it ; but 
upon mentioning their Friend’s Name as by Accident, the 
Words, ‘* a moft learned, pious, exemplary, worthy Man,” 
were echo’d back from one to the other thro’ the whole Com- 
pany; ’till his Lordfhip, who began to fee which way Things 
tended, refolved to profit by a politic Deafnefs, which had 
oftentimes been of no fmall Service to him. And after leaning 
towards the Center of the Company, as if to catch their Con- 
verfation, faid; ‘* Gentlemen, 1 find, by what I could pick 
** up of your Difeourfe, you are talking of my Nephew H. 
** he deferves indeed all the good Charaéter you have been 
* giving him; and 1 am extreamly glad, that /V- being 
*© now vacant, I have fo good a Thing to beftow on him.” 

The Gentlemen were quite difconcerted, on finding their , 
Thruft fo unexpectedly parry’d; for indeed who can tell what 
to oppofe to fuch an univerfal Charity for the Charaéters of 
even the moft worthlefs, to fuch a fly Simplicity of Thinking 
well of every Body, in order to avoid a Neceffity of diftin- 
guifhing any Body! 

But it muft be confefs’d, that this is not che Fault of one 
Set of Men only: for moft private Gentlemen, now-adays, 
have either Relations or People about them, to be quarter’d 
upon their Churches, in which they very literally obferve that 
Rule of the Apoftle ; Jf any provide not for thofe of bis own 
Houfhold, he hath denied the Faith, and is worfe than an Inf- 
aci. Now if the Rule of Contraries will hold good herg, I be- 
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lieve we may venture to affirm, that five Parts in fix of Pa- 
trons at leaft, have kept the Faith in this refpect; and are 
as found Believers as any in England. 

After all, you have known it oftentimes given as Advice to 
People who are in Favour with great Men, to get into Orders, 
as the eafieft way of being provided for ; now this is fo far true, 
that a great Perfon who will really do you Service, may choofe 
very likely to do it by the Channel of the Church, it being often- 
times as cheap a Way as any ; and if you have any certain, fub- 
ftantial Views of this fart, in God’s Name purfue them. What 
Iam chiefly contending for is this, that a Man’s perfonal good 
Qualifications will, in this way, be very rarely of much Service 
to him.—I think | can anfwer for it, {for tho’ I have obferved 
it before in the Courfe of this Letter, I cannot help repeating 
it) that you are fober, diligent, and of indefatigable Applica- 
tion to the Duties of your Station ; now is it not a great deal 
of Pity, that you fhould engage in a way of Life wherein 
‘thefe valuable Qualities will ftand for nothing in the Account, 
but will be thrown in with as little Strefs laid upon them, as 
upon an Houfe in the Purchafe of an Eftate? I am apt to be- 
lieve fincerely, that (I won’t fay the Merit of giving’'an ufe~ 
ful Vote, for that you’ll fay is ineftimable, but) the lefs mo- 
mentous Endowments of fitting an Horfe well, or of break- 
ing a Spaniel, have preferred more than the greateft Eminence 
in the Profeffion ever did. 

After all, I expeé to hear you fay, that Lofers may be al- 
low’d to rail ; and [ queftion very much, whether any thing 
that I can fay will deter you from the Party, which you feem 
to have chofen already (for I believe I fhould hardly have taken 
another Perfon’s Word in this Cafe myfelf, about fix and fift 
Years ago, when firft I got my little’ Vicarage, and met wi 
fome Countenance from a Gentleman who dropt me foon af- 
ter ; and indeed I little dreamt but that I fhould. make fome 
larger Shoots in the Courfe of my Life.) But all Ihave to add 
is, that if you are refolutely determined to the way of Life you 
are fond of (for very few People afk’Advice ’till they are fo) 
I with you all the Succefs in the World in it; and fhall be 
extreamly glad hereafter, to alter my Opinion concerning the 
little Countenance that is fhewn to’ Merit in the Church, it 
I may be fo happy as to hear that a proper Regard is ever had 
to yours. I am, 


Dear SIR, &e. 
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ALETIER to a very Good-natur’d Lady, that 
is married to a very Ill-natur’d Man, 


Have now and then obferv’d, my deareft Coufin, (through 
I all your Care and Endeavours to conceal it,) that there 
are fome few Rufflings that happen between you and your 
Hufband ; and which, I fear, muft make fome Moments pafs 
with more Uneafinefs to you, than a Woman of fo much 
Goodnefs deferves. The Fricadthip that has fubfifted fo long 
between our Families, and the extream Friendfhip I have 
for you; makes this give me more Pain, than it may perhaps 
gre even to yourfelf: for I know the Steddinefs of your 

ind, and the Prudence you have in alleviating every thing 
that wou’d difturb a lefs fettled Temper; and make fome 
Wives fly out into Violences, that wou’d render them ridi- 
culous as well as wretched. But as an indifferent Stander-by 
may fee more than the beft Gamefter, when engag’d deep 
in a difficult Party, I fhall venture to give you fome of my 
Sentiments; in hopes that they may ftill more awaken your 
own, or at leaft be improv’d by your Reflections upon them. 

*T were to be with’d that all married People wou’d lay ‘his 
down for their ~ ft and great Principle ; That they can never be 
happy in theu:iclves, unlefs they are well with their Confort. 
The contrary Notion is like the odd Whim of that Man in 
the Play, who talks ** of cutting himfelf in two, and going 
** to fiftycuffs with himfelf.”. Their Connexions, Views, 
and Interefts, are naturally fo united, that the one cannot 
be happy if the other is miferable; and it really looks as 
pr erous to fee them difagrecing, as the double Perfon 
who was brought from Germany, and fhew’d about here for 
a Sight, fome Years ago... In fo ftri& an Union, if you are 
not well with one another, what can you do to avoid 
being miferable ? You muft either be perpetually hunting after 
Reafons to fige from your own Houfe; or elfe you muft fit 
jarring together, like a Couple of bad Inftruments that are 
almoft always out of Tune. 

The moft neceflary Thing then for a married Woman, to 
make herfelf happy, is to endeavour to pleafe her Confort : 
and one Comfort is, that the very endeavouring to pleafe, 
goes a great Way towards obtaining its End.. Complacency 
as naturally begets Kindnefs, as a difobliging Way does Aver- 
fion. There is a Sort of innocent, or rather honeft Witche- 
ry (for Witchcraft is too hard a Word for it,) in Good- 
nature ; and an evident Defire of obliging, (diffus’d over = 
: a Face 
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a Face as yours is,) muft I think be irrefiftable, even to a 
Hufband. ; 

’Tis not enough to avoid doing or faying any thing, that 
you know wou’d be difagreeable to your Hufband ; but one 
fhou’d be apt to fay and do every thing that is likely to be 
agreeable to him. A Woman that thoroughly confiders this, 
and puts it honeftly in Practice, can fcarce ever fail of mak- 
ing both her Hufband and herfelf happy. 

One confiderable Help and Advantage that you have to- 
wards this, is the being fo thoroughly acquainted with one 
another’s Tempers and Inclinations. ‘There is a good deal 
of Opportunity for this, (if your Match was not huddled up 
with that Hafte that fome People are in, for fettling the moft 
important Step in their whole Lives,) during the Time of 
Courtfhip; and ufually much more after. Thefe two 
Lights are fo very different, that between them you may fee 
into the whole Character of a Man: how far he is apt to 
fubmit, and how far to domineer. With a proper Obferva- 
tion, you may come in Time to difcover every little Bent of 
his Temper ; and te open all the more hidden Folds of his 
Heart. Now when one is well aware of every thing that 
may difpleafe, it is eafy to avoid it ; and when one knows what 
- pleafing, fcarce any thing can be wanting but the Will to 
pleafe. 

TI wou’d particularly defire you to look on no one thing 
that may difpleafe, as a Trifle. However unimportant the 
Thing may be in itfelf, the difpleafing and difagreeing is a 
ferious Evil ; and married People difagree ten Times oftener a- 
bout Trifles, than about Things of Weight. Let either Hafbands 
or Wives recollect a little, and I fear they will find what I fay 
to be truer, than they might at firft imagine it to have been. 

The beft Way for a married Woman to carry her Points 
often, is to yield fometimes. Yi¢lding in a married Woman, 
is as ufeful’-as Fleeing is to an unmarried one; for both of 
thefe Methods moft naturally obtain what they feem to avoid. 
And if a Woman has any Vanity, (as every human Creature 
muft have more or lefs of it in their Compofition,) I think 
. that Paffion might be gratify’d this Way, as well as any 
- other; for to get the Better of one’s felf, is at leaft as glori- 

ous as to get the better of any other Perfon whatever: and 
you wou’d befide have the inward Satisfaction of confidering, 
that in all fuch Cafes you do not yield out of Cowardice, but 
Prudence ; and that you enjoy’d the Superiority of knowing 
what you ought to do, much better than the obftinate Man 

whe 
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who. feems outwardly to have carried his Point, where you 
have really carried yours. 

Ido not mean by this, to fet you on a Life all of Artifice 
and Diffimulation. I rather think that fuch Methods as thefe, 
and fuch a Scheme of pleafing, wou’d in Time grow pleafing 
too to yourfelf ; and that it wou’d be the moft apt of any, 
either to introduce, or encreafe a real mutual Love and Good- 
will between you and your Hufband. But how, my 
dear Coufin, have I thus forgot myfelf, for a Page or two 
together ! and while I am writing to you, have really wrote 
a Letter for the World. For you, I dare fay, have no 
Occafion for my Rules ; and have thought over every thing 
that I have faid, and that in a much better Manuer than I 
have faid it; long before I fet my Pen to my Paper. You 
will however forgive one, who wifhes you as well as he does 
himfelf: and who wou’d moft extreamly rejoice to fee that 
Serenity of Mind which all the World thinks to be in you, 
and all thofe Virtues and Excellences which I know to be in 
you, unruffled by any Difturbances, and clear’d even from 
every little Cloud that may hang over them. I need not 
now tell you how much, and how truly I am, 





Your affectionate Kinfman, 


The PLEBEIAN POLITICIANS. 


— — — — — aliena negotia centum 


Per caput & circa faliunt latus.----Hor. Lib. 2. Sat. 6. 


Vein of Humour which runs thro’ the common People 
of England is owing to their Liberty, and I believe the fame 
Reafons may be given for our Ifland’s being become one 
whole School of Politicians; but neverthelefs this epidemic 
Diftemper of liftening after News, which has feiz’d my good 
Countrymen, may in fome meafure be attributed to Cuitom 


A's ingenious Author very juftly obferves, that the 


er Self-intereft, for we fee it abound in fome Societies more 
than others, particularly among Taylors, who have been of 
late Years obferv’d to put on very melancholy Countenances 
before or after any confiderable Engagement. Perhaps SHAKE- 
SPEAR had taken Notice of this when he de(crib’d in his 
King Fobn, two mechanick News-mongers in the following 
Attitudes. 


sc I faw 


and humble Servant. - 
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*¢ T faw a Smith ftand with his Hammer, thus, 

s¢ The whilft his Iron did on th’ Anvil cool, 

*¢ With open Mouth {wallowing a ‘iaylor’s News, 
‘© Who with his Shears and Meafure in his Hand, 
*« Standing on Slippers, which his nimble Hafte 

‘¢ Had falfely thruit upon contrary Feet, 

“© Told of a many Thouland warlike French, &c. 


This is an admirable Pi&ture of the heroic Difpofition of 
our common People in general, who very generoufly neglect 
their own Bufinefs to take Care of the Welfare of all Europe. 
But perhaps this poor Taylor here mention’d, might have 
had many unpaid-for Suits int his Majefty’s Army; and in 
that Cafe indeed, he could hot be too folicitous for the Safety 
of fo many fine Gentlemen, all of his own making ; who 
probably wou’d have perifh’d in the Defence of their Country, 
if any Battle had happen’d. But there are many other 
unwajfh’d Artificers, as the Poet afterwards calls ’*em, who 
have no Reafon of this Sort for their great Affiduity, yet 
make themfelves the Arbitrators of Empire, rout Armies, kin 
Kings, and fet up others in their Room, with as much imaginary 
Authority, as if the Potentates of the Earth were plac’d in two 
Scales, and they had the equal Diftribution of their Power.— 
I lately overheard a very ingenious Dialogue between a 
Barber ftrongly attach’d to the Proteftant Intereft, and a 
Jacobite Cobier ; honeft Cutheard, who aflum’d a wife Su- 
periority over his Brother, that work’d in the Stall under his 
Shop, told Cri/pin with a ferious Face, after having difcanted 
on the fatal kffects of Popery to no Purpofe, that the Pope 
was a profefs’d Enemy to all of his Profeflion; and that he 
never wore any Shoes, was evident from the Circumftance 
of conftantly keeping his Toe naked to be kifs’d by thofe that 
were prefented to him. The political Cobler immediately 
chang’d Colour at thefe Words, and tucking his Strap under 
his Heel again, {wore he never would have any thing more 
to fay to the old Rogue, or any of his Adherents. I could 
not help fimiling at the Barber’s Device, in bringing the Ar- 
eer fo clofely ad Hominem, which immediately. made a 

rofelyte of his fubterraneous Antagonift, when all the Ar- 
guments he fad pick’d up during feveral Months fhaving had 
fail’d.—_ Ho” many Clubs, how many Societies are there in 
this great Metropolis, inftituted and fupported for no other 
End, than carrying on Intelligence of what they are doing in 
this or that Court? how many worthy Citizens are conti- 

Kk nually 
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nually panting for the Succefs of fo remote a Prince as the 
Schah Nadir ? A Haberdafher of fmall Wares, with whom I 
lodg’d, a Man of unquenchable Thirft for this Kind of 
Knowledge, us’d to regret that Bilhop Wi1kins’s Scheme 
for flying did not fucceed, becaufe we might have had thereby 
frequent Advices from the Moon and the reft of the Planets. 
* Lord, Lord, faid he, what Joy could I have in reading in 
a Superlunar Gazette, a Paragraph of this Kind! Mercury, 
Fuly the 28th: By the laft Wing from Mars we learn, that 
they were in untverfal Commotion throughout that Planet. 
The fame Vole few by Venus, and found the Inhabitants 

“ there raifing frefh Recruits: The Weather is fo hot in 
© thefe Parts, that we are oblig’d to fiay at home all the Day- 
© time, &c.’ Many of thefe aérial Conceits he entertain’d 
me with, and among the reft fhew’d me a Scheme of his 
own planning, which he faid the Miniftry had invidioufly 
rejected, of dividing the Highlands of ScorLanp from the 
reft of Great Britain with Beggars-Inkle, fo that we 
never fhould be in Danger of any Incurfions from thofe 
Parts. Politicians of this Kind abound in every Corner of 
the Kingdom, particularly large Market Towns. I was, not 
long fince, at a Place very remarkable for Speculation in Civil 
and Military Affairs; which for the Variety and Number of 
Profeflors in it, ought to be look’d upon as the grand Briti/b 
Academy of Politicks. Every Man in the Borough, from the 
fat Alderman down to the lean Pedlar, had a particular Syftem 
of his own; and nothing was more common than to hear 
in every Street, very learned Difputes on the encreafing Power 
of France. The only Thing I found they were unanimous in, 
was to pull down the grand Monarch whether he would or 
no. But I remark’d that in all their Controverfics, they us’d 
to pay a particular Regard to the Decifion of an Apothecary, 
who gencrally prefided in thefe Affemblies ; his Authority was 
as facred almoft as Truth itfelf, and whatever he denounc’d, 
they tacitly agreed to. ‘The general Roftrum for thefe Ora- 
tors and Difputants is the Counter of his Shop, where I have 
feen him ftand like a fecond Brutus, with his Peftle in his 
Hand, invoking the departed Spirits of all Britif Heroes to 
afift in the Defence of his Country. This /vothecary, 
it feems, had liv’d in the Town from his Jhildhood, 
and had {pent all his Time fince the Years of Maturity, in 
walking between the Poft-houfe and his own Shop. He had 
little Buiinefs, and defir’d lefs, declaring often that the King- 
dom had fometimes been in Danger for want of his Affiftance, 
wiilft he had been ferving a Penyworth of Diaculum. He 
was 
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was a Man of natural good Senfe, good Nature, and fome Hu- 
mour ; and as he had the Communicative as well as the Inqui- 
fitive Spirit, every one who had a Letter of News thought it his 
indifpenfable Duty to carry it to the Doétor, as they call’d 
him, and confult him before it was read to any body elfe, 
By this Means he became at length the publick Receptacle of 
all News foreign and domeftick, and refembled the general 
Poft-office, that receives and fends out all the Tranfaétions of 
Europe. The Doétor was a zealous Defender of the 
Church, and whatever happen’d to promote the o/d Lady’s 
Intereft, as he term’d it, he never fail’d to fpread abroad 
with uncommon Chearfulnefs. This Spirit was not only 
kept up in his private Harangues, but transferr’d even into 
his private Potations : He never frequented any publick Houfe 
that was not kept by one who had ferv’d in a Parith Office ; 
nay, he carried the Conceit fo high, that he took particular 
Notice of the Signs too ; and the only Quarrel he ever had 
in his Life was with a little Bookfeller, for leaving the Mitre for 
the Sake of a better Tap at the Saracen’s Head. I lately 
heard from an ingenious Traveller, that it is a now a Cuftom 
at Damascus for every Mafter of a Coffee-houfe to pay a 
Perfon by the Day to entertain his Guefts with Stories in 
the Afatic Manner: I don’t think it would be amifs here in 
England to hire one who is poflefs’d of the abovemention’d 
Doétor’s Talents, to harangue at Tom’s or Mill's, or any 
other polite Place of Refort for fo much an Hour, where it 
fhould be previoufly agreed, that no pert Templer, new bene- 
fic’'d Divine, or Boy Senator fhould interrupt him. By this 
Means the fine Gentlemen, who are above taking Pains to 
become acquainted with the ae or prefent State of their 
own Country, might in a very fhort ‘Time, without any 
Manner of Fatigue, grow as wife over their Coffee as the mott 
profound Volunteer Statefman mechanic, or mechanic Statef- 
man among ’em. 

PHILARETES, 


The Charaéter of a certain Lady, 


Veniunt a dote fagitte. 


OUR Friend that ufed to dangle from Fair to Fair, and 

find a Miftrefs, if not a Dozen, in every Place, is now 
frown conftant, and folely attach’d to one. ‘The Lady, I be- 
licye, you have never heard much of; I am fure you are ut- 
k 2 terly 
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terly unacquainted with her: nor indeed do I believe you will 
feel any great Attachment to her, even from the Detcription 
that I, who am her Lever, fhall give you. Not to mince the 
Matter, fhe is very old: the exact Number of Years I cannot 
tell, nor can fhe herfelf; for the Regifter of her Age was un- 
fortunately burnt with many other Curiofities, which may 
prove a Torture to future Antiquarians. As to her Perfon, 
at a Diftance her Face is fomewhat venerable; but ’tis, upon 
a nearer View, fevere even to Crabbednefs. She {quints abo- 
minably ; and pretends to be near-fighted a!mo‘t to Blindnefs: 
but her Servants fay, when fhe has a mind to {py Faults, fhe 





has no need of Speétacles. Deaf fhe is to thofe who have 
waited Years for the Promifes of her Favour, when they com- 
plain of their Difappointment; but upon the leait Sound of 


Breath that feems to tend to her Advantage, every Piace be- 
comes a Whifpering-gallery to her. As to her Senfe of Feel- 
ing, fome pretend to prognofticate her approaching End from 
it; for whatever fhe lays ker Hands on, fhe grafps it fo tight, 
there is no breaking her Hold. But her Appctite and Digef- 
tion contradict thofe Dreamers; for fhe fwallows with Greedi- 
nefs what is fet before her, and is ever gaping for more. As 
to her Temper, fhe is not of the moft pleafing Difpofition ; 
for even thofe that have receiv’d Favours from her, have gone 
out of her Houfe grumbling ; and complain’d, that before their 
Requeft was granted, they had loft more than they got by 
her. In her Youth, fhe had laid in fome Foundation of Learn- 
tng and Languages; but as fhe never went to the Bottom 
ot any, but fled from Science to Science, and from Tongue 
to Tongue, No-body ever poflefled fo patchwork’d a Know- 
edec, nor utter’d it in fo barbarous a Jargon. As to Opinion, 
no Woman ever came up to her for Obftinacy ;_ for tho’ you 
fhouli draw your Arguments from the Depth of Reafon, and 
back them with the Tlolone of the greateft Philofophers and 
Logicians, fhe would confute you with fomething her Great 
Grandmother faid to one of her Goffips. Some of her old 
Servants, who introduced me to her, complained that they 

vere fans Teeth, fans Eyes, fans Tafte, fans every Thing, 
and eat up with Gout and Stone, before fhe would allow themi ° 
even a mean Subfiftence ; but that now, like AZidas, Thanks 
to her Bounty, every Thing they touch’d turn’d to Gold, 
which however from the many Diftempers in Mind and Body 
acquircd in her Service, they are as unable as the fame Midas, 
to enjoy. * . 


: The Name of this Lady will be inferted in the Index to this 
Velume. — 
fo 
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To the Keeper of the MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


HE following Epiftle being egually Polite, Mode/?, and 

Elegant, very well merits the Attention of all Lovers 
of Liberty and good Breeding, and q irue Tafte of Writing. 
As the Tranflations in the public Papers have, | think, miffed 
of the true Spirit of the Original; in order that all may be 
judges of the Merit of this‘ Extraordinary Piece, I enclofe 
two new Tranflations of it, which beg a Place in your Mau- 
feum. The firft I have defignedly kept as near to the Origi- 
nal 2s the Difference of the two Languagues would permit. 
In the fecond I have indulged a greater Freedom, and by that 
Means, I think, the true Senfe and Spirit of it is more per- 
feétly conveyed to the Reader in that latter Attempt. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


A Letter from a French Secretary, to @ Dutch Mi- 
nifier, literally tranflated in Profe, and fairly re- 
prefented in Doggrel. 

SJR, 


H E King has commanded me to write to your Excel- 

jency on the Subjeét of the Situation in which Prince 
Edward 4nd his Party find themfelves fince the Advantage 
which the Troops of the King of England gained over them 
on the 27th paft. All Europe knows the Ties of Kindred 
which fubfift between the King and Prince Edward: And 
befides that young Prince unites in himfelf all the Qualifica- 
tions which ought to intereft in his Favour thofe Powers, 
who efteem and cherifh Valour and Courage ; and the King 
of Exgland is too juft and impartial a Judge of true Merit, 
not to refpect it, even when it is found in his Enemy. The 
Character alfo ofthe Britannick Nation cannot but infpire 
every Englifhman with Admiration for a Countryman of theirs, 
fo diftinguifhed by his Talents and his heroic Virtues. 

All thefe Reafons, Sir, fhould xaturally enfure the Fate of 
Prince Edward ; and it may be expected, at the fame Time, 
from the Moderation and Clemency of the King ef England, 
that he will not permit the utmoft Severity to be exercifed on 
thofe Perfons, (of whatever Condition or Sex they be) who, in 
thefe Circumftances of Trouble and Confufion, have followed 
thofe Standards which lately fell before the Englifh Arms com- 
manded by the Duke of Cumberland. 

However, Sir, as in the firft Motions of a Revolution, Re- 
fentment and Revenge are fometimes carried to fuch excefs, 

as 
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as in more peaceable Circumftances would not take Place ; 
the King thinks he ought, on this Account, to prevent (as 
much as in him lies) the dangerous Effects of every too fevere 
Refolution which his Britannick Majefty may take. 

It is with this fo juf? and fo decent View, that the King has 
commanded me, Sir, to demand of your Excellency, that you 
would write to the Engli/h Miniftry, and reprefent to it, with 
all poffible force and + Unétion, the Inconveniencies which 
will infallibly refult from every violent Enterprize againft 
Prince Edward. 

The Law of Nations, and the particular Intereft which his 
Majetty takes in this Prince, are Motives which will probably 
make an Impreffion on the Court of London: And his Maje- 
fty hopes he fhall find none but noble and magnanimous Pro- 
ceedings from the King of England and the Englifh Nation; 
And that a// who, in this laft Inftance, have attached them- 
felves to the Houfe of Stuart, will have nothing to do but to 
a the Generofity and Clemency of his Britannick Ma- 
” ut if, contrary to all Hopes, any Attempt be made on the 
Liberty of Prince Edward, or the Lives of his Friends and 
Partifans, it is eafy to forefee what a Spirit of Animofity and 
Fury may be the fatal Confequence of fuch Rigour ; and how 
many innocent Perfons on each fide, may, for the Remainder 
of this War, fall the fad Viétims of a Violence which can only 
ferve to fharpen and irritate the Malady, and affuredly cannot 
at all Edify Eurcpe. 

Nobody more properly than you, Sir, can give their due 
Weight to all thefe Reafons: Your Equity and your Love of 
Peace will fuggeft to you, on this Occafion, what is beft to 
be faid on fo interefting a Subject. 

Your Excellency will of yourfelf perceive that there is not a 
Moment’s Time to be loft, in writing to the Minifters of the 
King of England, andI hope you will be fo kind as to com- 
municate to me the Anfwer you fhall receive on their Part ; 
that I may give an Account thereof to the King, who, in Con- 
fequence, will take fuch Refolutions as his Majefty fhall judge 
proper for his Glory, and the Dignity of his Crown. He fin- 
cerely defires that the King of England may give him nothing 
to follow but Examples of Humanity, Sweetne/s, and Greatne/s 
of Soul. 

f I am, Sir, &e. D’ A n. 

* The French Term Onion, has chiefly been ufed among Divines, 
A Preacher who moves the Paffions ftrongly, is faid (among thofe My- 
ftics) to preach with Union : Jult as our Methodi/t; fay a Man preaches 
Or prays with Power. 

SIR, 
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SIR, 


Y my Monarch’s Command I have ta’en Pen and Ink, 
To give you to know what we both of us think 
Of the Pickle in which is Prince Ned, alias Charly, 
Since the Drubbing, Duke /Vill lately gave him fo fairly. 
All Europe well knows of the Kindred and Kindnefs 
That fubfift ’twixt our Monarch, and P. Edwara’s Highnefs : 
Befides that the Prince, (Oh! the precious young EIf! ) 
All thofe Qualities rare does unite in himfelf, 
Which fo wond’roufly take with all Princes in our Age, 
Who love Courage and Valour, and—Valour and Courage, 
And K. G, being himfelf a juft Judge, needs muft own him 
A Prince of vaft Merit, who hopes to dethrone him, 
The Character too of the Nation Britannic, 
(Now their Spirits are up, and they’re out of their Panic) 
Is fuch, that each Englifbman muft fet a Value on 
This their Countryman Scot—who was born an Italian. 


Thefe /2 natural Reafons muft needs, without doubt, 
Secure the Prince Edward, and his whole Rabble Rout, 
And the Clement K. G. muft forgive all the Ninnies, 

(Not only the Fockeys, but alfo the ‘Fennys) 

Who from Cumberlana’s Valour did fairly run off, in 

Th’ Adventure of Standard with Crown and with Coffin. 
And fince, after all their Confufion and Pother, 

They have mifs’d of the one, he’ll e’en let em mifs t’other 


Our Maftcr howe’er (if he can) thinks it proper 
To prevent all the dangerous Effeéts of the Rope here 5 
"Caufe he often, fully wifely, has made Obfervation, 
That in Times when Rebellion’s on foot in a Nation, 
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The Government’s much more inclin’d to apply it, 
Than when Matters go forward in Peace and in Quiet. 


*Tis with this View alone—(Oh! how juf?, and how decent!) 
This Letter, dear Sir, is by Order to thee fent, 
‘To command thee to write to the Duke of N———, 
And fend him a Copy of this in the Parcel. 
And be fure that you labour and drudge in this Function, 
Till you fweat like a Bull—then inform him with Unéion, 
That from Shoulders fo princely to take off the Heat, wou'd 
Prove a great Inconvenience, be fure, to P. Edward. 
K. G. can’t but know, that the great Law of Nations 
Allows of Rebellions, if we call ’em Invafions ; 
And our Monarch’s Attachment to th’ Houfe of the Stuarz: 
Is a Motive mo/? likely to influence the true Hearts 
Of magnanimous George, and of each noble Briton, 
Thefe Rebels not to hang or behead, but have Pity on. 
Thus, their Pardons obtain’d, they'll have nought — éo@ 

they'll tell ye on, 
But his Praifes, from henceforth—stil] another Rebellion . 
But if, contrary to all this well-grounded Affurance, 
Our peerlefs Prince Edward fhould get in vile Durance ; 
Or Attempts fhould be made on the Heads of his Party, 
B-l-m-r-no, L-v-t, K-l-m-rn-chk, Cr-m-rty, 
It then will appear, with what Rage and what Fury 
Grand Monarques can hang up Folks without ‘Fudge or Fury. 
While Rack, and while Gibbet, while old Rope, and new 
Rope, 

A full evil Example fhall fet to all Europe. 
For we own, /pite of Popery, on this fad Occafion, 
Perfecution tends not unto Edification. 


° 
oS O08 6s58 Ot 2 Oe OCCU 


To give proper Force to this new fort of Reafon, 
Por pard’ning of Traytors, and praifing of Treafon, 
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Your Excellence beft can tell how: for no fuch Man 
To do Work like this, as a frenchify’d Dutchman. 


There’s no Time to be loft — make what Hafte then yow 
can, Sir, 

And fend me with Speed what they give you for Anfwer, 

That the King may fuch Meafures purfue when he knows, 

As for the Honour of France he fhall judge a-propos. 

He fincerely defires from the King of Great-Britain 

An Example (and truly he much wants a fit one) 

Of Humanity, Sweetnefs, and Greatnefs of Soul, 

Good Subjects to cherifh, and Traytors controul. 

N.B. The Author of the foregoing poetical Verfion had fome Thoughts of 
paying the fame Refpeé& to Mr. Van Hoey’s Letter to bis Grace the 
D. of N. but upon a nearer Infpection found it impoffible to do Fuftice 
to his Excellency’s Sentiments, without adhering literally to his Ex- 
cellency’s Manner of delivering them; and without running the Ha- 
zard aljo of burle{quing Religion and Charity. 

LIFE troublefome, becaufe we know not bow to ufe it. 

An HoraTian Epifile. 
Hart, Sir !—a Month and not one Line afford ? 
Tis well : — How finely fome Folks keep their Word! 

I own my promife. — But to fteal an Hour, 

’Midft all this Hurry — ’tis not in my Pow’r. 

Where Life each Day does one fix’d Order keep, 

Succeffive Journies, Wearinefs and Sleep. 

Or if our Scheme fome Interval, allows, 

Some Hours defign’d for Thought and for Repofe ; 

Soon as the fcatter’d Images begin 

In the Mind to rally —Company breaks in: 

. Reafon, adieu, there’s no more room to think ; 

For all the Day behind is Noife and Drink. 

Thus Life rolls on, but not without Regret, 

Whene’er at Morning in fome cool Retreat 

I walk alone : — ’Tis then in Thought I view 


Some Sage of old; ’tis then I think of You: 
J, } 
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Whofe Breaft no Tyrant Paffions ever feize, 

No Pulfe that riots, Blood that difobeys, 

Who follow but where Judgment points the Way, 
And whom too bufy Senfe ne’er led aftray. 

Not that you Joys with Moderation fhun, 

You tafte all Pleafures, but indulge in none. 

Fir’d by this Image, I refolve anew : 

Tis Reafon calls, and Peace and Joy’s in view. 
How blefs’d a Change! A long Adieu to Senfe: 

Oh fhield me, Sapience! Virtue’s Reign, commence ! 
Alas, how fhort a Reign! — The Walk is o’er, 

The Dinner waits, and Friends fome half a Score. 

At firft to Virtue firm, the Glafs I fly, 

*Till fome fly Sot, — ‘* Not drink the Family ! 
Thus Gratitude is made to plead for Sin ; 


3> 


My trait’rous Breaft a Party forms within : 

And, Inclination brib’d, we never want 

Excufe —‘“* ’Tis hot, and walking makes onc faint.” 
Now Senfe gets Strength ; my bright Refolves decay, 
Like Stars that melt at the Approach of Day : 


Thought dies; and ev’n at laft your Image fades away. 


My Head grows warm ; all Reafon I defpife: 


*¢ To-day be happy, and To-morrow wife.” 
Betray’d fo oft, I’m half perfuaded now, 
Surely to fail, the firft Step is to vow. 


The Country lately! *twas my Wifh: oh there ' 
Gardens, Diverfions, Friends, Relations, Air. 
For London now, dear Londen, how I burn! 

I muft be happy, fure, when] return. 
Whoever hopes true Happinefs to fee, 
Expe&ts what never was, nor e’er will be: 
The neareft Eafe, fince we muft fuffer ftill, 
Are they, who dare be patient under Til, 
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Whilom a Fool faw where a Fiddle lay ; 
And after poring round it, ’gan to play : 
Above, below, acrofs, all ways he tries ; 
He tries in vain, ’tis Difcord all, and Noife: 
Fretting he threw it by: then thus the Lout ; 
«“ There’s Mufick in it, could I fetch it out.” 
If Life does not its Harmony impart, 
We want not Inftruments, but have not Art. 
"Tis endlefs to defer our Hopes of Eafe, 
Till Crofles end, and Difappointments ceafe. 
The Sage is happy, not that all goes right, 
His Cattle feel no Rot, his Corn no Blizht ; 
The Mind for Eafe is fitted to the Wife, 
Not fo the Fool’s: —’ Tis here the Difference lies ; 
Their Profpect is the fame, but various are their Eyes. 


Jo Mifs Maria Cooke, 
On receiving from her a Prefent of a black Ribbon for the Neck. 


O black a Favour from a Hand fo fair, 

Not garter’d Knights a nobler Enfign wear: 
Kings proud to be your Slaves this Collar choofe, 
And Libertines embrace the glorious Noofe ; 
Which, when around my Neck I gently twine, 

I think how clofely I could cling to thine. 

Enclos’d in this, I breathe more fragrant Air, 

And plume and flutter in the filken Snare. 

Change, change the Circle fill’d with Magic Charms 
Your Fingers wrought, for that within your Arms ; 

And let this Foil your brighter Beauties fhow, 

Join Neck to Neck, and Ebony to Snow: 

Tis Cruelty too well difguis’d by Art, 

To guard my Throat, yet ftrike me to the Heart. ° 


LI2 Some 
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Some AtTeraTtions of Buchanan’s famous Ept- 
GRAM, propos’d by Dr. ATTERBURY, aad fent by 
that Prelate in a Letter written the very Day 
before be died, to the late Lord Marhhal. 


The EPIGRAM itfelf. 


Ympha, Caledonie# que nuac feliciter ore 
Miia per innumeros {fceptra tueris avos : 
Quz famam antevenis, meritis ; virtutibus, annos; 
Sexum, animis; morum nobilitate, genus: 
Accipe (fed facilis) * cultu donata Latino 
Carmina, fatidici nobile regis opus. 
Illa quidem, Cyrrha procul & Permeffide lympha, 
Pene fub Arétoi fidere nata poli. 
tNon tamen aufus eram male natum exponere foetum ; 
Ne mihi difpliceant, quz placuere tibi : 
Sed quod ab authoris genio fperare nequibant ; 
Debebunt genio forfitan illa tuo. 


ALTERATIONS. 


* Cytharz fociata Latine. 
t At fi culta parum, fi fint incondita, noftri 
Scilicet ingenii eft, non ea culpa foli : 
Poffe etiam hic nafci que funt pulcherrima, fpondet 
E vultu & genio Scotica terra tuo. 





EPIGRA M. 


iz VERY Woman’s made of Glafs, 
Then beware of foolifh Freaks ; 

When fhe’s perfe&, he’s an Afs 
That’s for trying if fhe breaks. 
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Take good Counfel, and be tender 
How you ufe fuch brittle Ware ; 
When fhe’s broke, no Art can mend her; 
Crack’d, no Solder can repair. 





LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


Difcourfes concerning the Truth of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion. By Joun Jortin, M. A. Ofavo. Pages 
251, befides the Preface. 


HIS Volume confifts of feven Difcourfes on particular 
Heads, relative to the general Truth and Importance 
of the Chriftian Revelation. ‘The learned Author, fome 
Years ago, publiih’d four Sermons on the fae Subject ; two 
of which, (on the Prejudices of the ‘fews and Gentiles againtt 
the Gofpel, and on the Teftimony of ‘fob the Baptift) con- 
tain’d the Subftance of what is here advane’d on the fame 
Articles ; tho’ without many Improvements and Illuftrations 
which the Author has now added on a Review of the Argu- 
ment. In his Preface he modeftly apologizes for his Under- 
taking, after fo many learned and excellent Writers have 
labour’d in the fame Caufe. But as fome of thefe are for- 
got, and many grown {fcarce ; as different Habits of thinking 
affe&t, fome one Mind, and fome another (like mufical 
Chords, that being ftruck bring Sounds from their Unifons) 
and as meer Induftry may fometimes be more ufeful, even 
than Eloquence and Invention ; on thefe Accounts our Au- 
_thor claims his Reader’s Indulgence. ** If, amidft fome Im- 
‘* perfeétions, an Argument,- which is not new, be fet in a 
** new Light; if an Obje€tion be remov’d, if a Sentiment 
*¢ be fo exprefs’d as to leave a good Effeét upon the Mind ; 
‘¢ if an ingenious or ufeful, or remarkable Paflage, not 
** commonly known, be produc’d from an ancient 
‘¢ Writer ; if fomewhat be fuggefted worthy of Confidera- 
*¢ tion, and the Reader be put upon thinking, and the Author 
‘© perform the humble Office of an Index which points out 
** the Roads to the Paflenger ; the Work ought not to be 
** treated with Contempt.” 
Our Author in his firft Difcourfe treats of the Prejudices of the 
Jews and Gentiles. On the firft View, it appears furprizing 


OW 
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how they could reject fuch a Strength of Evidence as accom- 
panied the Promulgatien of the Golpel : but if we attend, we 
fhall find Prejudices in them both, which will fufficiently ac- 
count for their Unbelief. One great Caufe of this Unbelief 
among the ‘ews in general, was their Wickednefs ; which 
was monftroufly open, popular and exccflive ; and the natural 
Effe& of which, is to perplex the Judgment and darken the 
Apprehenfion. They alfo were offended at Chri/?, that he 
was not fupported by, and did not feck to obtain the Favour 
of the public Doctors, the Men of moft Learning and Au- 
thority amongft them: but tho’ this Attachment to publickly 
receiv’d Authority, is juft in Matters of doubtful Speculation, yet 
where one Man’s Reafon can judge as perfectly as another’s 
(which was the Cafe in our Saviour’s Miffion) there it is nothing 
lefs than an abfolute renouncing all Ufe of Reafon. The Fews 
were alfo offended at Chri/, becaufe he was not fupported by 
temporal Power ; and feveral national Prejudices concur’d to 
ftrengthen this general one: for, firft, their Law contain’d 
Promifes of temporal Happinefs to the obedient ; they there- 
fore look’d on Adverfity as a Mark of divine Difpleafure. 
But here they fhould have confider’d, that in the latter Times, 
efpecially of their State, thefe extraordinary Succefles of good 
and great Men had been lefs frequent, and many pious Per- 
fons had been unhappy in this World: Secondly, they con- 
ceiv’d of the Meffias as a powerful Prince, who fhould over- 
come their Enemies and protect them in Peace and Prof- 
perity ; but they might alfo have learned from the Prophets, 
that he was to be a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief. Another Prejudice againft him was, that he did not 
obferve the Sabbath in their fuperftitious Way ; but here he 
did no mofe than feveral of their greateft Men, ‘fofbua, Eli- 
jah, and Samuel, had done before him. They were alfo 
offended, becaufe he did not live in a more referv’d Manner, 
but convers’d with low People ; becaufe he had dwelt in 
Galilee, from whence they fuppos’d no Prophet could ever 
come ; becaufe he intimated that his Perfon was more facred 
and divine than they imagin’d, .which they accounted Blaf- 
phemy ; becaufe he made true Religion altogether fpiritual, 
whereas they conceiv’d it as made up of Rites and Cere- 
monies ; becaufe he reprefented their Law as a temporary 
Inftitution approaching to its End, whereas they fuppos’d it 
everlafting and of immutable Obligation ; becaufe he taught 
that Fehn the Baptitt, tho’ inferior to himfelf, was yet a 
Prophet greater than Mofes, whom they accounted the great- 
eft of all Prophets; becaufe he condemn’d not only evil Ac- 

tions, 
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tions, but evil Inclinations and Thoughts, which they 
thought harmlefs till they were put in Execution ; becaufe he 
threaten’d dreadful Punifhments to impenitent Sinners, where- 
as they fuppos’d that no ‘few, however wicked, could be 
depriv’d of future Happinefs, unlefs he was guilty of Idolatry, 
Apoftacy, or fome few other Crimes which they fpecified; 
becaufe he gave them no Hopes that they fhould fubdue their 
Enemies and become a free and independent Nation ;_be- 
caufe he call’d them to Sufferings and Perfecution ; becaufe 
he forbade the Ufe of Polygamy and Divorce ; and laftly, be- 
caufe his Morality was fo ftrict and fevere, that no Man, 
they thought, could poffibly practife it. Befides all thefe Pre- 
judices, the Chief Priefts, Scribes and Pharifees had particular 
Motives to reject the Gofpel. They hated Chriff, becaufe 
he fo openly expofed their Vices; and with this Refentment, 
Self-intereft alfo join’d Foxces againft him ; fince his Preach- 
ing and Miffion neceflarily tended to leffen their Authority. 
And this Oppofition they continued for the fame Reafon, 
when, after his Refurreétion, the Apoftles continued to pro- 
pagate his Doétrines. The modern ‘Jews urge it as an Ar- 
gument againft Chriftianity, that had it been attended with 
the Evidence which we fuppofe, their Anceftors could not 
have oppos’d it in this obftinate Manner: but their Argu- 
ments would prove too much; it would preve that Mofes 
wrought no Miracles, that many of the ancient Prophets 
were falfe Prophets; for thefe they frequently apd virulently 
oppos’d. 

Our Author now proceeds to enumerate the Prejudices of 
the Gentiles againft the Gofpel: ‘Thefe were many of them in 
common with the ‘Fews; but fome were peculiar to the Gentiles. 
Of thefe we may reckon it one of the Chief, that they could 
not conceive that any Man of our Saviour’s low Fortune and 
ignominious End could be veited with fo high a Character, 
or fent to accomplith fuch impdrtant Ends; not confidering, 
that his Atchievements were more noble and confpicuous be- 
caufe of his low Condition; much more confpicuous, and a 
much ftronger Proof of Divine Power, than if he had ap- 
peared with external Splendour, at the Head of an Army, to 
conquer and give Laws. ‘The Gentiles alfo, of Courfe, hated 
a Religion fo fevere upon their Vices, and delivered by illi- 
terate, obfcure Men. They thought that the Learned 
might think and difpute, as they faw fit, about Religion, 
provided they conformed to the Religion of their Country : 
They thought that God did not require ali Nations to be of 
the fame Religion, but was well pleafed with a Variety of 
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Rites ; and confequently, they efteemed Religious Piety asa 
Thing in itfelf of fmall Moment, and had no Notion of 
refufing to comply with eftablifh’d Rites from a Principle of 
Confcience. The Emperors in particular, and the Men in 
Authority, were moft bitter Enemies to Chriffians ; fome 
from their habitual Wickednefs and Cruelty; others, of a 
more virtuous Character, from their inveterate Opinions ; 
from Mifinformation ; from an ill-judged Adherence to the 
Roman Laws, which forbad the Introduction of any new Re- 
ligion without the Leave of the Magiftrate; and from a Dif- 
like of the clandeftine Meetings of Chriffians, as giving an 
Opportunity to Cabals and Confpiracies : On thefe Accounts, 
fome of the beft Emperors perfecuted Chriffianity; tho’ it 
muft be own’d that, allowing for their political Prejudices, 
they did it not in the moft violent or bleody Manner. The 
Gentiles had alfo a particular Difpofition of Mind, which ne- 
ceflarily keeps Men in Ignorance and Error, namely, an In- 
difference about Religion and Religious Truths in general. 
They long confounded the Chriffians with the ‘Jews, and 
transferr’d their bad Opinion of one to the other. They con- 
founded Heretics and true Believers, and fuppos’d all the 
latter to participate of the Vices for which fome of the for- 
mer were juftly infamous. They flighted the Chriffian Re- 
ligion for its Novelty ; they defpis’d the Plainnefs ot the New 
Teftament Stile; they complain’d of the implicit Affent 
which it demanded, without argumentatively proving it’s 
Doétrines; which in a Legiflator, who, like our Saviour, had 
eftablifhed his Authority by Miracles, would have been abfurd; 
they thought it unreafonable, that the Gofpel requir'd an open 
Profeffion before Men; and laftly, they difliked it as an un- 
fociable domineering Religion, which condemn’d all other 
Religions as impious and deteftable. Such were the Pre- 
judices of the ‘fews and Gentiles, which made fo many of 
them unwilling and unfit to receive the Chri/fian Religion. 
The fecond Difcourfe is on the Propagation of the Gofpek 
in which our Author firft confiders the Proofs which may be 
drawn from the Circumftances of that Propagation to eftablith 
the Truth of Chriffianity. Thefe are as follows; the Conver- 
fion of the Gentiles confider’d as a Completion of feveral 
Prophecies ; the Profeffion which the Apoftles made of their 
Power to work Miracles in Confirmation of their Miffion, 
and which render’d Miracles neceflary to their Succefs; the 
Difficulties which they furmounted in, converting, not one 
Nation, but great Part of the known World; and that too 


not barely to a Change or Improvement in fome of - old 
pi- 
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Opinions, but to an entire Religion radically and funda 
mentally new; the mean Circumitances and {lender natural 
Talents of the Apoftles who overcame thofe Difficulties, and 
the numerous Calumnies under which they labour’d ; the great 
and extenfive Variety of Characters, Fortunes, and Under- 
ftandings which the Gofpel reduced to Obedience; the Seve- 
rity of the Gofpel againft many Vices which its Converts had 
before been indulg’d in without Fear or Cenfure ; the Con- 
verfion of many Men habituated to Vice; laftly, the un- 
profperous, unfecure, and painful Condition which every 
Convert muft knowingly fubmit to, and that too not for 
meer Opinions, but in Behalf of pofitive and determined 
Fas. Our Author then proceeds to the Advantages which 
Chriftianity had to recommend it. “Thefe were as follows ; 
the Accomplifhment of Prophecies concerning it, and the 
Miracles wrought by its Teachers; the Conformity between 
the Moral and Theological Doétrines of the Gofpel and that 
of the beft Pagan Philofophers ; the Number of Heathen Pro- 
felytes to the natural Theology of the ‘fews; the great Im- 
portance of its Doétrine concerning a future State ; the ami- 
able Character of the Apoftles and primitive Chriftians ; and 
the worthy Reprefentation of the united Juftice and Clemen- 
cy of God, which the general Scheme of the Chriftian Reve- 
lation exhibits. . 

In the third Difcourfe our Author treats of the Kingdom of 
Chrift: This is commonly fuppofed to have begun at his 
Afcenfion ; but many Circumftances in the Evangelical Hif- 
tory fhew that, at his Birth he was invefted with, and in his 
Life-time frequently laid Claim to that Regal Charaéter, un- 
der which the old Prophets defcrib’d the Meffias. This- Di- 
vine Kingdom of our Saviour, differ’d from all earthly King- 
doms in many Particulars: For it was not temporal; it did 
not confiit in external Power, nor was it fupported by ex- 
ternal Rewards or Punifhments: It was to be univerfal in a 
true Senfe; not confin’d to a few States, like thofe univerfal 
Monarchies falfely fo called, but to extend over all Nations : It 
was to bea Kingdom of Righteoufnefs and Piety, eftablifh’d 
without War or Bloodfhed, and reconciling the human Mind 
to Peace and Brotherly Love; which in a great Meafure we 
find it has done, when we compare the prefent State of Civil 
Society with that of ancient Paganifm, notwithftanding all the 
= and private Diforders of modern Chriftians: And 
aftly, Chrift was to be a Conqueror and a profperous King, 
fubduing all his Enemies, ‘and eftablifhing his Kingdom in 
the Face of all Oppofition ; which has been accordingly ful- 
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fill’d in fpite of Fewifh Obftinacy, and of Roman Cruelty, 
Artifice and Power. Our Author thea fhews, by what Con- 
du& we fhall beft be able to evidence our Submiffion to 
this Kingdom, and to promote its Enlargement, according to 
the Tafte and Morals of the New Teftament. 

The fourth Subje& of Inquiry, is concerning the Fitnefg 
of the Time when Chriff came into the World. Our Au- 
thor acknowledges that the Scriptures fay little upon this 
Head, and only profeffes to offer fome probable Conjeétures, 
Our Saviour did not make his Appearance till a long Series 
of Promifes had prepared all Mankind to expe& him; and 
this Expectation we find remarkably among the Jews, in 
Herod himfelf, among the Samaritans, and even among the 
Romans about this Time. He came when the Jews very 
greatly wanted an Inftru€tor, becaufe of the long Interval 
during which they had feen no Prophet or Divine Teacher, 
as of old; and in two Points efpecially, they ftood in great 
Need of Information, firft concerning the true Nature of the 
Ceremonial Law, by their Ignorance of which, their Notions 
of Religion were very abfurd, and their Prejudices againft 
the Gentiles very inhuman; and fecondly, concerning the 
Certainty of a future State, of which they had but very loofe 
and wavering Opinions. The Fitnefs of Time when Chrif 
appear’d, is alfo proved by the Degeneracy of Morals among 
the Gentiles at that Time, which put them in great Need of 
a powerful Reformer, while their Knowledge, which was then 
more general and enlarged than it had been, enabled them 
better to judge of Evidence and Truth. At this Time alfo, 
the Infuficiency of the Fewifh Religion, of Natural Reli- 
gion, of ancient Tradition, and of Philofophy had fully ap- 
peared. And laftly, at this Time, the moft civiliz’d and po- 
pulous Parts of ete and Ajia were under one Govern- 


ment, the Times were more quiet and happy than they had 
been, Commerce flourifh’d, and Travelling was  & And 


this State of Things contributed much to the fpeedy Propaga- 
tion of the Gofpel. The Teftimony of Fobn the Baptift is 
in the next Place confidered, which our Author fhews to 
have been full and exprefs, and proves from his intellectual 
and moral Charafter to have been unexceptionable: After 
which he anfwers fome plaufible Objections which have been 
urg’d againft it. 

In the fixth Difcourfe, we have a Number of very judici- 
ous Obfervations relating to the Truth, Importance and Au- 
thority of the Scriptures of the New Teftament: As, that 
they were all written by the Apoftles or their vangeom 
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that in every fingle Book of the New Teftament, may be 
found the main Parts of the Chri/fian Religion, enough, at 
leaft, to eftablifh its Truth; that thefe Books have defcended 
to us, uncorrupted in any Thing material; that their Au- 
thenticity and Truth is invincibly eftablifhed by the good 
Character of their Authors, by their Difintereftednefs and 
Sufferings in the Caufe of the Gofpel; that their internal 
Evidence, or Proofs of their Authenticity which they carry 
within themfelves, in the Doétrines which they teach, and in 
the Simplicity with which they are compos’d, are as great as 
ever attended any Book; and laftly, that tho’ we fuppofe no 
extraordinary Infpiration, or Divine Affiftance, to have been 
afforded to the Writers of Scripture, except in the prophe- 
tical Parts, yet that ftill they would have fufficient Evidence 
to prove the Truth of Chriftianity in general. In this Dif- 
courfe we have many very ingenious Obfervations on the Phi- 
lofophical Character of Chriff, or on the Manner and Con- 
duét of his Moral Inftru€tions. The laft Difcourfe confiders 
the Gofpel as it is Grace and Truth, or with refpect to its 
Theological and Moral Doétrines ; where our Author fhews 
how much it has, in thefe Particulars, improv’d the State of 
Human Knowledge, and of Human Society. 

The Author writes with great Learning, to which his good 
Senfe and Candour are at leaft equal. His Stile is fo ex- 
tremely concife, that unlefs his own Words were always to 
be tranfcrib’d, it is very difficult to do Juftice to his Argu- 
ments. 


REFLECTIONS upon CHURCH GOVERNMENT: 
Or, An Enquiry into the Nature and Extent of the fe- 
veral Powers belonging to the Church as a Religious 
Society, both before and after itsUnion with the State, 
containing 527 Pages in Offavo. 


HE Book confifts of two Parts; the firft containing 

five, the other two, Sections. In the firft Se€&tion the 
Author fhews by a Series of Deductions, drawn from plain, 
undifputed Principles of Reafon, the abfolute Neceffity of the 
Belief of a governing Principle at the Head of the ole, to 
Man’s prefent State of Being here; or, in other Words, that 
there could be no Poffibility of Mens fubfifting long together 
without the Influence of Religion: And he there takes notice 
of, and refutes an Objection made againft this Neceflity 
Mm 2 * which 
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which is, that human Laws, rightly made, and duly execut- 
ed, will, of themfclves, fitly enough fupply the Place of Re- 
ligion. 

The fecond Seétion fhews the Truth, as the firft did the 
Ufefulnefs of Religion to the temporal Interefts of Mankind. 
In this Section the Author proves the Reality of Religion ; 
or, that it hasa Being founded in the Nature of Man, and 
confequently refulting from the Relation he ftands in to all 
fuch ‘Things with which his own Exiftence has a_neceflary 
Connection and Dependence.—In the third Seétion the Author 
explains with great Perfpicuity, and Strength of Argument, the 
common Nature of a Church, and fhews the End for which it 
was originally founded. And fromthis general Idea he deduces, 
in one uniform Method, the feveral Powers, Rights, &c. be- 
longing to her as a Religious Society ; all which, and none 
but which, fhe can legitimately ufe or exercife. The not 
attending to which real Characters or Properties of a Church, 
he obferves, has been the fole Caufe of all that Embarrafl- 
ment and Confufion which from Age to Age hath embroil’d 
this Subjeét in fo many Perplexities, and led Men into fucha 
Labyrinth of Errors, as they could never rightly extricate 
themfelves out of again He takes Notice, how it has been 
the ufual Way with moft Writers, in their Difquifitions on the 
Nature, Extent, and Obligation of Church Government, to 
enumerate the feveral Powers the Church ftood poffefled of 
at fuch and fuch Periods of Time; and what General Coun- 
cils were held in this or that Prince’s Reign, and for what 
Purpofe, without ever enquiring whether the Church was 
rightfully poffeffed of, and confequently could lawfully exercife 
fuch forts of Power as thofe, or not; which was the main 
Point wanting to be fettled, and finally adjufted in the Sub- 
je&t under Confideration. The Enquiry, he humbly conceives, 
ought not be about the Faét, but the Right; not what 
Powers the Church enjoy’d at any one or the other Age of 
the World, but what Fowers, as a Religious Society fhe was 
vefted with, and which flow’d from the common Nature of a 
Church. — By what has been demonflrated in the fecond and 
third Sections, the Author obferves, that if there be a Deity, 
then thefe Truths follow by natural Confequence: “That he 
muft be worfhipped publickly as well as privately, and that 
certain Times, Places, and Perfons be fet apart for the more 
orderly and regular Performance of this Duty: And a Num- 
ber of Men meeting together under thofe Circumftances is 
what conftitutes a Church. — ‘That thisChurch hath a Right 
cf prefcribing a publick Formulary of Faith to be profetied 
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by each Religionift.—Of appointing methods of Proceeding a- 
gainft Delinquents.—Of making fuch Laws and Conftitutions, 
fuch Rites and Ceremonies, as are neceflary for the Govern- 
ment of her Members, and conducting the Affairs of Religion 
in the beft Manner poffible, or fo as to attain all thofe valua- 
ble Purpofes, for which Men enter into fuch Religious Af- 
fociations ; and that this Power in the Church, whici: is ftyl’d 
its Legiflative Power, refides both in Clergy and Laity ; but 
the Executive folely in the former.—A Right of creating her 
own Officers, the Exercife of which is limited to her Gover- 
nors.—A Right of appointing her own Form of Government.— 
A Right of cafting out of her Society all diforderly, immoral, 
and refractory Members.—Of obliging her Officers to fub- 
fcribe before fhe admits them iato her Miniftry—Of fub- 
fitting thofe Officers upon the Contributions of the Laity.— 
Of holding Vifitations for the Exercife of Church Difcipline.— 
From all which it will follow, that Religion neceflarily, and 
of itfelf, conftitutes a Society in the ftricteft and moft proper 
Acceptation of the Word. 

The next SeGtion begins with explaining the general Na- 
ture of Society, Civil and Religious ; the Ends of their Infti- 
tution ; and the proper Powers, Duties, &c. belonging to 
each ; and from thofe Natures and Ends, he fhews, they muft 
be effentially diftin@. From whence he goes on to prove the 
natural Independency of one upon the other. And from their 
Independence he deduces the Freedom and Supremacy of each ; 
and from their having diftinét Ends and Purfuits, he proves, 
that in the legitimate Adminiftration of their refpective Powers, 
their Governments could not poffibly have injurioufly affected 
one another ; but that in the abufive Exercife of thofe Pow- 
ers, their Adminiftration might, and aétually did (and for the 
fatal Propenfity in each to this Abufe, the Author obferves, 
we need only appeal to the common Hiftory of Nations) 
highly prejudice one another. From whence arifes the Ne- 
ceflity of fome fort of Compofition and Agreement commenc- 
ing betwixt them. He then takes Notice what the fundamen- 
tal Motive of the Church’s feeking an Union with the State 
was, and what the Reafon of the State’s accepting fuch an 
Offer or Propofal : What Rights, Powers, &c. fhe, in con- 
fequence of the Convention refign’d over to the Civil Power, 
with the Referves fhe made in her own Favour, and what Ad- 
vantages of Conceffions, fhe had in return from the State; one 
of the moit material of which was a Teft-Law, that might 
defend her againit all the Attacks of fuch other Religious So- 
Cieties as exiited in the State. 

Having 
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Having treated largely in the fourth Seétion of the Nature 
and End of the Convention betwixt Church and State, and of 
the Motives leading on to it, the Author then proceeds to 
fay a few Words concerning Ecclefiaftical Courts, and for 
what End they were firft erected ; defcribes their feveral 
Powers, and offers a Reafon why Ecclefiafticks ought to be 
entrufted with the Exercife of them preferably to any ether Set 
of Men. From the Account given of thefe Courts, he in- 
fers, Firft, That they muft be of the State’s own erecting ; 
Secondly, That when the State conferred on them a Tempo- 
poral Jurifdi&tion, it intended that this Power fhould be em- 

loyed in the Service of Civil Society, and in its Service only. 

hirdly, ‘That they are called Ecclefiaftical Courts, not fo 
much becaufe the Powers belonging to them are of an Ec- 
clefiaftical Nature, or to be exercifed for Ecclefiaftical Ends, 
or derived from an Ecclefiaftical Fountain ; but becaufe the 
Exercife of them is limited to Ecclefiaftical Perfons ; and in 
no other Senfe can they with Propriety be called Ecclefiaftical. 
With a Remark upon the Injuftice of Commutations, becaufe 
of their Inefficacy to anfwer the Ends of Penance, our Au- 
thor ends his firft Part. 

The fecond Part (including two Se&tions) opens with an 
Enquiry into the Defign of Revelation in General, and the pe- 
_culiar Seafonablenefs of it at thofe particular Times in which 
it was Communicated ; explains the Origin of Sacrifices, and 
removes the Objection which fuppofes them to arife from hu- 
man Appointment only ; affigns a Reafon for the firft Intro- 
duction, and the gradual After-Increafe of Idolatry. He there 
fhews how the Sloane by which Religion wasearried on among 
the ‘Fews, and the Senfe and Spirit of it preferv’d active and 
vigorous in their Minds, falls in with the general Doétcine of 
a Church, as laid down and demonftrated in the foregoing 
Sections. For here, fays he, is a Church, with all its feveral 
Rites and Ceremonies drawn out and exhibited to the open 
View of all its Members, with a Miniftry conftituted to have 
the Cognizance of Matters of Religion, and to perform all 
the publick Offices of it ; who have their Maintenance, with 
all their various other Dues, prefcribed and marked out by 
God himfelf, the better to prevent the Cares and Bufinefé of 
this World, to enjoy the good Things of it, diverting them 
from their attendance on his Service ; entrufted with a Power 
of excommunicating all difobedient, refractory Members ; aét- 
ing and governing by certain ftated Rules and Methods of Pro- 
ceedings, and all this in a moft regular and orders]; Manner. 
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I fhali pafs over the many curious Remarks, and ufeful 
Obfervations, the Author makes on various interefting Points 
which occur in the New Teftament, and conclude with in- 
forming the Reader, that our Author clofes his fecond Seétion, 
and with it the fecond Part of this Work, with taking Notice, 
that the Defcription ofthe Fewi/s and Chriftian Church, with 
their feveral Marks and Characters, as given in the Old and 
New Teftament, is entirely conformable to the general Idea 
of a Church, as explained and illuftrated in Part the Firft. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 
The Hiftory, Conjftitution, and Interefts of Sweden. 


T H E Kingdom of Sweden made fo great a Figure dur- 
ing all the laft, and at the Beginning of the prefent 
Century, that who ever pretends to give a View of the politi- 
cal Interefts of Europe or the North, muft be particularly care- 
ful to ftate the Concerns of this Kingdom clearly. There is 
no need, however, to go higher in this refpeét than Guffavus 
Adelphus, who afcended the Throne of Swedenin1611. He 
was a Prince of great Abilities, which manifefted themfelves 
fo clearly, that the States thought fit to give him the entire 
Adminiftration of Affairs foon after his Acceffion, tho’ he 
was then but eighteen. He found the Kingdom the Loweft 
and Weakeft, as he left it the Greateft and moft Powerful, 
in the North. He had two Wars upon his Hands in the ear- 
lieft Part of his Reign, and he ended them both with great 
Prudence ; for perceiving that the Forces of his Kingdom 
were not at all proportioned to its Occafions, he very wifely 
purchafed a Peace with Denmark at the Expence of one Mil- 
lion of Crowns, which he very honeftly paid when his Affairs 
were mended, and when, if he had been fo inclined, he want- 
ed not plaufible Pretences for refufing to comply with that 
Treaty. He recovered by this Means thofe Fortreffes which 
the Danes had taken, and laying hold of this favourable Op- 
portunity, he turned his Arms againft the Ruffans, from 
whom he took great part of Livonia, Ingermania, and the 
—- of Kexholm, the Poffeffion of which he fecured by 
3 Treaty concluded under the Mediation of Great Britain. 
He then turn’d his Arms againft the Poles, with whom he 
maintained a long War, which proved very advantage- 
ous to Sweden, am procured for her the remaining Part of 
Livonia, 
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Livonia, and the Important City of Riga. In this War the 
Poles were affifted by the Emperor, which gave fufficient 
Provocation to Gu/ffavus to declare himfelf againft the 
Houfe of Auftria, the Power of which was then formidable 
to all Europe, and which neverthelefs he broke in a very fhort 
fpace of ‘Time, and with very finall Force. He was called in- 
to Germany by the Proteftants, and on the 24th of ‘Fune 1630, 
he landed at the Mouth of the Oder with an Army which 
conlifted only of fixteen Troops of Horfe, and ninety two 
Companies of Foot, making in all but eigh t Thoufand Men. 
He foon made himfelf mafter of Stetin, and a great part of 
Pomerania; wpon which all the Proteftants in Germany de- 
clared for him, and in the beginning of the fucceeding Year 
he concluded a Treaty with the Crown of France. King 
Gujlavus foon after took the City of Fr ancfort upon the Oder, 
and fent his Deputies to the General Aflembly of the Pro- 
teftants at Leip/ick, where they foon difcovered that the oo 
tor of Brandenbur: gh was  diffident, and the Elector of Saxon 
jealous of the King their Mafter. Gu/favus iaenddensinad 
to finifh what he had fo happily begun, forced the former to 
put into his Hands fuch Places as were neceflary to fecure him 
a Retreat, and left the latter to be diftrefled by the Jmperial- 
i/?s, till he was conftrained to call him to his Affiftance, which 
on Sept. 7,1631, produced the glorious Battle of Leipfck, in 
which hcrouted the famous Count Tilly whocommanded 40,000 
old Troops, killing 7,600 upon the Spot, making 5,000 Pri- 
foners, and taking above an Hundred Colours and Standards. 
After this he carried the War into Franconia, and leaving 
there a part of his Army, he with the reft marched into Ba- 
varia, where in the Pailage of the Lech Count Tilly was kil- 
led with a Cannon-Shot : After which the King drove the 
Imperialifts out of all the open Country, and made himéelf 
Mafter of Munich. He not Sak r after attacked Count Wallef- 
tein in his Intrenchments, but was repulfed with lofs. He 
however continued his Conqucfts after this, till the Elector 
of Saxony called him again to his Affi! tance, which that Mo- 
narch did not refufe, tho’ it was entirely owing to his fiuétu- 
ating Conduct that the War had not been en ded long before. 
On his advancing towards the Jmperiali/?s, the King fent Or- 
ders to Prince George of Lunenbur. ch to join him with the 
Forces under his Command ; but being informed that the Jm- 
perial General had detached Count Pappenheim with feyera] 
Thoufand Men, he refolved to attack him without waiting 
for the Duke of Lunenturgh ; which he accordingly did in the 
Plain of Lutzen, on the 16th of Nov. 1632 ; in which Battle 
the 
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the Swedi/h Foot having routed the Jmperiali/ts, and feized 
their Cannon, the King thinking the Horfe did not advance 
faft enough to the Purfuit, put himfelf before them in paffing 
a fmall River, on the other Side of which he was found dead, 
having his Arm broke by one Mufket-Shot, and anotherenter- 
ing his Back, had pafled through his Body. ‘There were great 
Sufpicions of Treachery in this cafe, fome imputiag it to Per- 
fons hired by Cardinal Richlieu, but Puffendorf fixes it expref- 
ly upon the Duke of Saxe-Lawenburgh. However it was, the 
King’s Death was foon known, which inftead of abating, 
heightened the Courage of the Swedes into Fury, fo that when 
Count Pappenheim returned with his Detachment, and rallied 
the Imperialifts; they again attack’d, and again defeated them. 
Thus fell this Great Conquerer in the Arms of Victory ; and 
it was very remarkable, that his Death was as grateful to his 
Allies, as to his Enemies ; but his Courage, Virtue and Fortune, 
having raifed him to the higheft Pitch of Greatnefs and Glory, 
his Memory will be always revered by fuchas are well-affeéted 
to the Proteftant Religion and the Liberties of Germany, both 
which he faved from Deftruction. 

As Guftavus Adolphus extended the Dominions, and raifed 
the Reputation of Sweden Abroad, fo he likewife aéted the Part of 
a Legiflator at Home, and reduced the Conftitution of his Country 
into Order, which he would certainly have improved if he had 
lived to return intohis own Dominions. In Virtue, however, 
of his Regulations, the Crown, which was before intailed only 
on the Male Line, defcended to his Daughter Chriffina, a 
Child of fix Years old, which Minority, tho’ it feemed to 
threaten the Ruin, proved, in reality, the great Security of 
Sweden ; for the King of Denmark and the Elector of Bran- 
denbourg remained firm to the Engagements into which they 
had entered with Gu/favus, and the reft of the Allies became 
lefs apprehenfive of the Power of that Crown, than they had 
been in the Life-time of the King. The Chancellor Axel 
Oxenftiern, to whom the whole Management of Affairs in Ger- 
many was committed, made fo right a ufe of thefe favourable 
Circumftances, and managed all ‘Things fo wifely and fo well, 
that at the clofe of the War, which lafted feveral Years, the 
Swedes were poflefled of above one Hundred fortified Places, 
and had an Army on foot of upwards of an Hundred Thoufand 
Men, which enabled them fo effectually to maintain their Pre- 
tenfions, that on the Conclufion of the Peace of A/unfter, they 
had the Country of Pomerania, with the Dutchics of Bremen 
and Verden, the City of Wifmar, a Vote in the Diets of 
the Empire and Cucle of Lower Saxony; together with a 
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Million of Crowns in ready Money, asa Satisfaction for their 
Services. As the War was glorious to the Arms, fo the Peace 
was no lefs honourable to the Counfels of Sweden, and the 
young Queen Chri/fina was efteemed and courted by all the 
Powers of Europe. She had a great deal of Learning, and a 
very extenfive Capacity ; but with thefe great Qualities, there 
was a Mixture of many Defects. Her Subjects would willingly 
have feen her married to her Coufin Prince Charles Guffavus; 
to which, however, neither fhe nor that Prince were inclined, 
and therefore fhe very wifely chofe to content al] Parties, by 
refigning to him the Crown, which fhe did in an Affembly of 
the States, held at Up/a/ in the latter End of May, 1654, re- 
ferving only a Penfion to herfelf for the*Support of her Dig- 
nity ; and having embraced the Popifh Religion, fhe retired to 
Rome, where fhe lived with great Magnificence to the Time of 
her Deceafe, which happened April g, 1689. 

Charles Gufiavus, or Charles X. of Sweden, who afcended 
the Throne by the Abdication of Queen Chriffina, was the 
Son of Fobn Cafimir Prince Palatine of the Khime, and Ca- 
tharine of Sweden, Daughter of Charles IX, and Sifter to 
Gu/ftavus Adolphus Queen Chriftina’s Father. He found the 
Affairs of his Kingdom in a very indifferent Pofture at his 
Acceffion ; but he foon put them into fo good a Condition, 
that the Year following he made War upon Poland, to re- 
venge the Affront done to him in protefting againft his Ad- 
mifiion to the Crown. His Progrefs at firft not only fur- 
prized Poland, but alarmed all Europe; for in three Months 
‘Time he had taken all Prufia, except Dantzick, a great 
Part of Lithuania, the Cities of Warfaw, Cracow, and other 
Places in the Greater and Leffer Poland; moft of the People 
of thefe Provinces {wearing Allegiance to him, as being de- 
ferted by King Cafimir, who was fled into Silefa. But 
this Career of Profperity did not long continue. The firft 
Confternation being over, the Poles were as ready to fall 
from him, as they had been to embrace his Party. Befides 
the Emperor, AZufcovy and Holland became his Enemies, as 
alfo Denmark, which gave the King of Sweden an honourable 
Occafion of quitting Poland, where he could not long have 


fubfifted. Having therefore left his Brother Prince Adolph , 


Governor of Pruffia, he haften’d to Denmark, which he 
foon reduced to a Neceflity of begging Peace at the Price of 
the Provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Bleaking, which was 
concluded in the following Spring, but the War broke out again 
in few Months. In the following Summer, which was that 
of 1658, the King having conceived frefh Jealoufies _ 

the 





= 





Literary and Hiftorical RacisTeR. 275 


the Danes, fuddenly landed with his Army in the Ifland Ze- 
land, and while General Wrangel belieged Cronenburgh at the 
Entrance of the Sound, he attack’d Copenhagen. ThefeSieges had 
very different Events ; for Cronenburgh was foon taken, but the 
Danes, encourag’d by the Prefence of their King in the Capital, 
made an obftinate Defence, which gave Time for the Dutch 
Fleet to come to their Relief; and the Swedifh Navy being 
defeated, the King was forced to change his Siege into a 
Blockade, which continued all that Year, and the beft Part 
of the next, in which the Swedes met with fo many Misfor- 
tunes, that the King was forced to return Home in order to 
make the neceflary Preparations for carrying on his Enter- 
prize with Vigour in the Spring: but while he was intent 
on his Affairs he was furprized by a Fever, which foon 
carried him off. And at his Death, which happened on the 
13th of February, 1660, he left his Son, whe was but five 

ears old, engaged in a War againft fix of the greateft Powers 
in Europe. Such was the End of this great Monarch, whofe 
Courage and Virtues had enabled him to make fo great a 
Figure, as not only to maintain the Credit which the Crown 
of Sweden had acquired, but to carry it even higher than it 
had rifen under his glorious Predeceflor the famous Gu/favus 
Adolphus. 

Charles XI. was chiefly governed in his Minority by his 
Mother, who was Sifter to the Duke of Hol/fein, a very wife 
and prudent Princefs, who by the Advice of the principal 
Perfons in the Kingdom, brought about a very advantageous © 
Treaty of Peace, called from the Place where it was con- 
cluded, the Treaty of Oliva; by which the King-of Poland 
renounced his Claim to the Crown of Sweden, and the Re- 
publick all her Rights to Livonia. The Swedes made Peace 
at the fame Time with Denmars, and Things were kept in 
tolerable Order till towards the End of the King’s Minority ; 
when by a very unhappy Tufn in his Counfels, he was 
engaged to take Part with France in that War which pre- 
ceded the Peace of Nimeguen, in which he met with very 
indifferent Succefs, and loft a great Part of his Domini- 
ons in Germany; which however were reftored to him by 
a feparate Peace, concluded a little before the general Peace 
laft mentioned, in which he aéted as a Mediator. In 1680, 
being about twenty-five Years of Age, he thought fit to 
marry the Princefs Ulrica Eleanora, Daughter to Frederick 
III, and Sifter to Chriffian V, Kings of Denmark; and 
thence forward applied himfelf with greater Diligence to the 
Government of his Kingdom than any of his Predeceflors, or 
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than any Prince of his Time. The firft Effect of this, -was 
his detaching himfelf eatirely from the French Interett ; 
which he looked upon as dangerous to his Authority, and 
not at all compenfated by the Subfidies granted by that 
Crown. He next looked into and correéted all Abufes that 
had crept into the Civil Government, whilft the Kings of 
Sweden trufting all Things to their Minifters, had minded 
nothing but War : and looked particularly into Law-Suits, fitt- 
ing himflf in the Supreme Court, and difpatching there more 
Caufes in feven Years than before had been decided in twen- 
ty. By this Means he gained the Love of his Subjeés to 
fuch a Degree, that the States of the Kingdom confented at 
his Requeft to take away a great Part of the Power, which 
till then the Senate had cnjoyed: and made afterwards fuch 
farther Alterations in the Government, as rendered the King 
as abfolute as any Monarch in Europe. They enabled him 
likewife to reunite to the Crown fuch Eftates as had been 
ranted from it, and to pay off the publick Debts, by raifing the 
Value of the Coin. They fettled the Militia alfo in fuch a Man- 
ner that he had always feventeen Thoufand Horfe, and forty- 
three Thoufand Foot kept up at the Expence of his Subjects. 
Befides all this, they granted him large Sums of Money which 
occafioned heavy Taxes ; but fuch was his Condud, that the 
People being fatisfied that all they gave was either laid 
out, or laid up for their Service, they thought they could 
never do too much for him; and indeed his Reign is the 
ftrongeft Proof, that the fureft Way for a Prince to make 
his Will the Law, is to govern by Law. He was remark- 
ably addiéted to the Religion of his Country, and not only 
ftri&t in his Morals, but fevere ; and tho’ not Uxorious, yet 
his Chaftity was never fufpected. He humbled his Nobility, 
but was very obfequious to the Clergy, kind to the Citizens, 
and very tender of the common People. He took a proper 

are of Foreign Affairs, though he avoided making War ; but 
he did not fuffer his Love for Peace fo far to influence him, 
as to allow any of his Neighbours to prejudice either the Crown 
of Sweden or her Allies ; for when the King of Denmark 
feized the Duke of Hol/tein’s Dominions, he without Delay 
interpofed and began to make fuch Preparations for doing 
Right to that Prince, as produced the Treaty of A/tena, which 
was figned on the roth of ‘une, 1689, by which the Duke 
was reftored to his Dominions. After this he entered into a 
clofe Alliance with the Danes for preferving the Peace of the 
North, and in the firft general War againft France he lent 
the Dutch fix Thoufand Men, and offered the Emperor as 
many 
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many more, yet without declaring War againft Lewis XIV; 
who was fo well fatisfied with his Behaviour, or rather was 
fo much afraid of him, that he forbid all French Privateers 
medling with Swedi/b Ships ; and thus by afteady and prudent 
Management he fupported his own Power at Home, and 
maintain’d the Credit of the Crown of Sweden Abroad to 
the Time of his Deceafe, which happen’d on the 5th of 
April, 1697, at the Age of korty-two. He left behind him 
three Children; wiz. Hedwig-Sophia-Eleanora, who elpoufed 
the Duke of Hol/fein Gottorp, Ulrica Eleanora, \ate Confort 
to the prefent King of Sweden, and his only furviving Son 
and Succeflor, 

Charles X11. who in his Minority was governed by the fame 
great Princefs with whom the Affairs of the.Kingdom were 
intrufted in that of his Father, I mean the Dowager of 
Charles X. who was to be aflifted by five Senators till her 
Grandfon came to the Ace of 18. But the States thought fit 
to abridge that Term, and to declare him Major before he had 
reached 16; and in half a Year afterwards the general Peace 
of Ryfwick was concluded under his Mediation, His Neigh- 
bours taking Advantage of his Youth, formed a Confederacy 
for attacking him on all fides, and this without the leaft Pro- 
vocation. ‘The Confederates were Frederick IV. King of 
Denmark, Auguftus Ul. King of Poland, and theCzar Peter the 
Great, all of them efteemed the wifeft Princes of their Time ; 
but influenc’din this by their Ambition andthe Profpe& they 
had of dividing amongft themfelves the late Acquititions of 
Sweden. Charles penetrated this Scheme, and as foon he faw 
the Englifh Fleet in the Baltick, as Guarantees of the Treaty 
of Altena, he determined to begin with that Prince of the 
Confederates who broke with him firft, and make him feel 
the whole Weight of his Power. Accordingly he larided an 
Army in Zeland and befieged Copenhagen, reducing in a very 
fhort Time the King of Denmark fo low, that he was con- 
ftrained to make Peace upon reafonable Terms, and defert the 
Confederacy, which Treaty was figned at Travendahl, Aug. 
8.1700. He the very fame Year relieved Narva which was 
befieged by the Czar, and obtained on the 20th of November 
the moft compleat Victory with the greateft Inequality of 
Forces that is recorded in modern Hiftory. He turned his vic- 
torious Arms next againft the Poles, and forced them to d - 
pofe King Augu/tus, and make Choice of a new King, which, 
they did May sth, 1704, in the Perfon of Staniflaus Le/zinfki 
Palatine of Pof/nania, and Son to Count Le/zinfki Great Trea- 
furer of the Crown.. He pufhed this Refentment of his ftill 
farther, 
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farther, by following Auguffus into his hereditary Dominions 
of Saxony, where he exhaufted the Country by exceffive Con- 
tributions, and impofed very hard Conditions onthat Monarch 
himfelf, by the Treaty which was concluded at Altranftadt, 
a Village within two Miles of Leipfick. While the King of 
Sweden was in Saxony he took an Opportunity of fhewing the 
Emperor Fofeph, who then reigned, fome Signs of Diftafte 
at the Conduct which he had purfued, and obliged him to do 
Juftice to his Proteftant Subjeéts. We may truly affirm the 
Year 1708 was that in which the Glory of Sweden rofe to its 
utmoft Height. Charles had then the Balance of Europe in 
his Hand, and might have prefcribed ‘Terms to all its Powers, 
from the critical Situation of his own Affairs and theirs ; but his 
own boundlefs Ambition, heated, perhaps, by the artful Praifes 
of an Englifhb General, whofe Elequence was as victorious as his 
Sword, threw him very foon into a different Condition. For 
defirous of compleating his Plan, towards which there wanted 
but one Stroke, he marched through the Ukraine into Ruffia, 
bent to drive the Czar out of his ‘Territories, as he had fore’d 
the Dane to fave his Capital by a Peace, and the Poles to 
depofe the King who was his Enemy. ‘This produced the fa- 
mous Battle of Pultowa, which coft the Swedes 30,000 Men, 
and forced the King to take Shelter in ZJuréy with a handful 
of People. This fatal Engagement happened on ‘une 27th, 
1709, and opened a Paflage for the Enemies of this Crown to 
execute the Projeéts they had formed ten Years before, which 
was an Opportunity they none of them let flip. The King 
of Denmark once more declared War, and made a Defcentupon 
Schonen ; the King of Poland enter’d again into Poffeffion of 
his Dominions ; the Rufians tore away the moft valuable Part 
of the Swedifh Territories on the Baltick ; and tho’ at firft 
the Confederates kept fome Meafures in Germany, yet at laft 
they attack’d and divided the Swedifh Territories there ; 
the Pruffians got the better Part of Pomerania, and Bremen 
and Verden falling into the Hands of the Danes, they difpofed 
of them to the Elector of Hanover. His Swedifh Majefty re- 
turn’d into his own Dominions in Nov. 1714, and very foon 
made his Enemies fenfible of his Prefence. He found his own 
Territories exhaufted, his, and his Predeceflors Conquefts 
loft, and fcarce any Friend or Ally left; yet he maintained 
his abfolute Power over his own Subjects, and profecuted the 
War with inflexible Refolution. He perfifted in his former 
Notion of deftroying or depofing every Prince with whom he 
was difpleafed. He meditated a Defcent upon Zeland with a 
View once more to befiege Copenhagen, in which he failed ; 
he 
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he engaged in fome dark Defigns for difturbing the Peace of 
Great Britain, which were difcovered ; his laft Attempt was 
an Invafion upon Norway, where he was fhot before Fre- 
derickfoall, onthe 1ft of December 1718, dying as he liv’d, 
il] treated, but unconquered. 

Upon his Demife the States of Sweden declared his Sifter 
the Princefs Ulrica Eleanora Queen, and her Hufband the He- 
reditary Prince of Heffe Cafel Generalifimo; for the War 
ftill continued. In 1720 that Prince having embraced the Lu- 
theran Religion, was raifed to the Throne of Sweden, and foon 
after Peace was made with all the Powers with whom Sweden 
had fo long contended; that with Denmark took place in ‘Fune 
1720; that with Pruffia onthe 11th of ‘fanuary 1721 ; that 
with the Czar was concluded at New/ladi in Finland on the 
1gth of Auguf in the fame Year. By thefe T'reatics the 
Swedes recovered part of Pomerania, and the Town of Wi/- 
mar; But the King of Pruffia kept the Dutchy of Stetin ; the 
Dutchies of Bremen and Verden were left to Hanover, and the 
Czar kept in general all his Conquefts. In 1729 the Kings of 
Sweden and Poland were reconciled. In confequence of thefe 
Steps the Face of Affairs in Sweden has been entirely changed, and 
from being one of the moft abfolute, it is become one of the moft 
limited Crowns in Europe; the Senate has recovered all its an- 
cient Privileges, the States have refumed and even extended 
their Powers ; fo that the King cando.nothing of Confequence 
without their Approbation. While the Miferies of the late 
War were frefh in Remembrance, the Swedes continued firm 
to their new Syftem, maintained a clofe Correfpondence with 
Ruffia, remained on good Terms with all their Neighbours, 
and feemed very little difpofed to rifque any new Alterations 
in their Government by admitting the Claim which the Duke 
of Holfein, only Son to the Queen’s eldeft Sifter kept up to 
the Succeffion ; they likewife entered into very ftritt Engage- 
ments with the Crown of Great Britain, and fhewed a great 
Refpe& for the Houfe of Auffria, whence it was conceived, 
that all Things in the North would go on in this Channel ; 
and that nothing was to’ be feared from the Intrigues of France 
in that Nation, which had formerly had fo ftreng an In- 
fluence on the Affairs of Europe in general. But thofe who 
knew the .Difpofition of the Swedes beft, always forefaw, that 
any Alteration in the Power and Condition of their Neigh- 
bours would ftill produce extraordinary Effects amongft them ; 
and, in fhort, that this long Cal.a would be followed by a 
high Storm: and the Event has very fully proved that their 
Conjectures were but too well founded. ' 
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It was in 1738 that this great Change in the Sentiments of 
the Swedes began to difcover itfelf. The Diet that aflembled 
that Year, of which Count Ye/fizn was chofen Marfhal, foon 
appeared to be compofed of Perfons of very different Senti- 
ments, who ina little Time, however, were diftinguifhed into 
three Parties. ‘The firft and moft vigorous were for reviving 
the old Syftem, and for trying to recover, if poffible, part of 
the Dominions yielded to Ruffia, and therefore they inclined 
to martial Meafures ; thefe were called the Hats. ‘The Party 
direétly oppofite to them, declared abfolutely for Peace, for the 
Maintainance of the prefent Syftem, and for endeavouring to 
promote the domeftick Welfare of the Nation: Thefe were 
{tiled the Night-Caps. ‘The third Party was a kind of flying 
Squadron, who were for keeping in a middle Way, and were 
from thence denominated the Panting-Caps. It was not very 
long before the firft Party appeared to have a great Majority ; 
but as it required Time to execute their Defigns, the Diet, 
contrary to Cuftom, continued fitting Eleven Months, and be- 
fore they rofe, turned out five Senators that had been moft con- 
cerned in renewing the Treaty with Rufia. In 1739, a 
French Squadron of five Sail, commanded by the Marquis 
D’ Antin, arrived in the Baltick, and anchored in the Road of 
Stockholm : With what View this Squadron came, has been 
rather guefied at than known ; but there was one Circumftance 
attended it, which deferves particular Notice. The King of 
Sweden prefented the Sword he wore at the Time the Marquis 
had his Audience of him te that Officer, with this extraordi- 
nary Compliment ; J give you this, Sir, with the greater Plea- 
fure, becaufe I am fure you will draw it on all Occafions for us, 
as I and my Subjeéts will draw ours for France. Another 
Event happened in this Year, which likewife made much 
Noife ; the States had taken care to difcharge the Debts con- 
tracted by the late King Charles XII. in Tarky, and had em- 
ployed for that Purpofe, as well as for fome others perhaps of 
much greater Importance, one — Malcom Sainclair, who 
in his Return was murdered by a Ruffian Officer near Naum- 
bourg in Silefa on the 6th of Fune, and all his Papers taken 
from him, which contributed to heighten the Refentments of 
the Swedes againft that Nation, notwithitanding the Czarina 
difowned in the moft folemn Manner, her having any Concern 
in that Matter. 

(To be continued.) 
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